building and clearing :* Now the Lord Baltamere impofeth ai-
Qath upon us, by Proclamation, which he requireth his Licyte-
nant forthwith to publith 3 whichif we do not take withia
three months after publication, all our Lands are tobe feized for
his Lordfhips ufe.  This Oath we conceive not agreeable tothe
terms on which we came hither, nortothe liberty of our Con-
{ciences as Chriftians and free Subje@s of the Common-wealth
of Ergland: Neither can we be perfwaded in our Confciences
by any lightof God, or engagement upon us, to take fuch an
Oath; but rather humbly conceive it to be a very real grievance,
and fuch an oppreflion as we are not able to bear; neither do we
feeby what lawful power fuch an Oath, with fuch extream pe-
nalties, can by his Lord(hip be exa@ed of us who are free Sub-
jects of che Common-wealh of Epgland, and have taken the
Engagemént tothem. ' We have Complgifie of this grievance to
the late honorable Gouncel of State ina Perition {ubferibed by
us, which never received any anfiver, fuch as might clear the
lawiulnefs of fuch his proceedings with uss but an afperfion caf
upon us of being Fa&ious fellows ; neither have we received any
Convition of - our error in nor'taking the faid Qath, nor Order
by that power, before whom our Peticion is fill depending, to
takeichereafter ; neither can we believe that the Common-
wealth of Ewgland will ever expofe us to fuch a manifeft, and
real bondage (who aflzi¢ themfelyes, The maingainers of the
lawful Liberties of the Subje ) as- to make us Swear abfolute
fubjeftion ro a Government, where the Minifters of State are
bound by Oath to -countenance and “defend - the Roman Popifh
Religion, which we apprehend to be contrary to the Fundamen-
tal Laws of Ewgland, the Covenant taken in the three King-
doms, and the éon(cienccs of true Englith Subje&s ¢ and doth
Carry on an arbitrary power, {oas whatever is done by the peo-
ple at greatcofts in Affemblies, for the good of the people; is
liable tobe made Null by the negative Voiceof his Lor (hip ,
But afhrmative Propofitions and Commands- are inceffantly ur-

ged, and prefty and. muft not be denied.
In Confideration whereof, we humbly teader our Condition
aotd Diftraction, upon this occalion falling upon the heagts of all
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